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“And they cried, The Swerd of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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of the Wise Men 


The Most Wonderful Person in History 


By Rev. 


Earl W. Beal 


Pastor the Baptist Church, Perry, N. Y. 


Given on the “Voices of the Morning” Program, WKBW, Buffalo 


Isaiah nine, verse six, is a wonderful prophesy of a 
wonderful person, who is a wonderful Saviour, bringing a 


wonderful salvation. Notice the statement: 


“His name shall 


be called Wonderful.” The Lord Jesus Christ has a wonderful 
name because He is a wonderful person. 


“Unto us a child is born” speaks 
of His humanity. “Unto us a Son 
is given” speaks of His deity. He 
_is the God-Man; God manifest in 
the flesh. Nowhere can we find 
anyone who outshines Him. Take 
the names of all the great men 
and women of history, add them 
all together, and the sum of all 
those names cannot compare with 
the matchless worth of the mighty 
name of the Lord Jesus. When 
we think of His Person and work 
it should lead us to shout with the 
psalmist, 
with me, and let us exalt his name 
together” (Psa. 34:3). 

If we could list all His other 
names and titles mentioned in 
Scripture, at the end we could 
truthfully say, “Wonderful.” Or 
we could use this word as an ad- 
' jective and couple it with His 
other names and titles: Wonderful 
Jesus, Wonderful Lord, Wonderful 
Son of God, Wonderful Son of 
Man, High Priest, King of Kings. 
He is the fairest of ten thousand, 
the One who is altogether lovely. 

Our Lord has a wonderful name 
because it means a wonderful sal- 
vation. The angel said to Joseph, 
“Thou shalt call his name Jesus: 
for he shall save his people from 
their sins.” “Neither is there sal- 
vation in any other: for there is 
none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we 
must be saved.’’ This salvation is 
offered to all people in all lands, 
and multitudes today can testify 
of the new life and joy it brings. 

The way to God was blocked 
by sin. The Lord Jesus has opened 


“QO magnify the Lord}| 


ait 


a new and living way by His 
death for us on the cross of Cal- 
vary when He shed His blood for 
the remission of our sins. Through 
faith in Him we have access to the 
presence of God. 

Some people say that any road 
that leads to God is a good one. 
That is true. But there is only one 
road that leads to Him and that 
road is Jesus Christ. He said, “I 
am the way. . . .no man cometh 
unto the Father but by me.” No 
other road is needed! He is able 
to bring to God the Father every 
soul who will receive Him as per- 
sonal Saviour. “Wherefore he is 
able also to save them to the ut- 
termost that come unto God by 
him, seeing he ever liveth to make 
intercession for them’”’ (Heb. 7:25). 

The following poem was written 
by a friend of mine, Rev. Sheldon 
Helsley, Cody, Wyoming. 


The Wonder of His Name! 


If I should take my scroll, and pen 

With all the eloquence of men 

The things that in my heart abide 

Since P’ve known Him, the Cruci- 
fied, 

A World of books could‘not com- 
tain 

The mighty wonders of His Name! 


If I could speak with angel power 

Till men would listen hour on 
hour | 

To stories of the Saviour’s love 

And beauties of the home above, 

The best I’d speak could not ex- 
plain: 

The mighty wonders of His Name! 

(Continued on page 4) 


the days of Herod the king, 


Three hundred miles east of Je- 
rusalem, across the Syrian desert, 
lay ancient Babylon. There, about 
six hundred years before Christ’s 
birth, the Jews had been brought 
as captives by King Nebuchadnez- 


‘' zar. Daniel and three other Hebrew 


lads, perhaps of high school or 
college age, took their place after 
proper training and testing among 
the “wise men,” the Magi of Baby- 
lon. There Daniel rose by virtue of 
his character and divinely-given 
wisdom to be successively “ruler 


}|over the whole province of Baby- 
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DEAR READERS! 


your High Priest, your King! 


has a rendevous with many. 
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night; that same fat man 


Oh, this Christmas let us 


a kk S02 


from the east to Jerusalem.. 
into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his 
mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they 
had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; 
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.” — 


r : 4 
fe ee , 


. Fear of war fills us with foreboding; many 
of our sons and loved ones are in army camps, 
or are fighting fierce enemies where death 


tempted to feel loneliness, fear, unknown ter- 
rors, almost despair. But the angel said, ‘“‘Glo- 
ry to God in the highest, peace on earth, 
good will to men.” ‘‘And, thanks be to God, 
His peace can possess the heart amid all the 
alarms of war, all the pangs of poverty, all 
the emptiness of loss and disappointment. If 
you will let Him have His sweet way, it will 
be a Merry Christmas, If He guides, if you 
abide in Him and let Him work out His plan, 
it will be a happy, prosperous New Year in 


Does your Christmas cheer come out of a 
bottle? Does the Christmas happiness of your 
children consist of fantastic lies about rein- 
deer and sleds and the north pole and the fat 
man who does incredible stunts concerning 
chimneys and two billion customers in one 


whiskey on the signboards and anything else 
an unconverted man can make any money 
out of — — I say, is the Christmas of your 
children made up of such silly falsehoods? Do 
you not know anything better than that to 
make a heart and home happy at Christmas 
time? Then I pity you from my heart! 


the magic of a God who so loved that He gave, 
of angels who sang and praised, “Glory to 


Gold __ Tribute for a King 
Frankincense __ Worship for a God 
Myrrh __ Faith in a Suffering Saviour 


By Evangelist John R. Rice, D.D., Litt.D. 


“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea wm 


behold, there came wise men 
.And when they were come 


Matt. 2:1, 11. 


.—— 


lon, and chief of the governors 
over all the wise men of Babylon” 
(Dan. 2:48), “the third ruler of 
the kingdom” (Dan. 5:29), under 
Belshazzar, and the first of three 
presidents over 120 princes, gov- 
erning the entire world-wide king- 
dom” (Dan. 6:1-3}- under. king 
Darius, and had great honor, evi- 
dently, under King Cyrus. 

It was in Babylon that Daniel 
wrote the book of prophecies 
known by his name in our Bible. 
Part of the book of Daniel was 


It Can Still be a Happy Christmas! 


It can still be “Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year” if you are a Christian. 
If your happiness depends on a fake “Santa Claus,” and poverty forbids the celebration, 
- the spending, the material things it takes to make you joyful, it may be a dreary Christmas. 
But not if you enjoy God’s great Christmas Gift, presented when He so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son! Not if you make room in the inn of your heart for that Holy Guest 
who was born in a stable, and laid in a manger wrapped in swaddling clothes! Not if you really 
believed and appropriated the angel’s message, “Behold, I bring you tidings of great joy! For un- 
to you in the city of David is born a Saviour which is Christ the Lord.” It can always be a merry 
Christmas if Christ is your own, if you love Him and receive Him joyfully as your all; your sal- 
vation, your hope of Heaven, your present joy and provision, your future glory; your Saviour, 


written in the Chaldaic language. 
Daniel’s prominence as a_ states- 
man under three separate dynas- 
ties of rulers, and his place as 
chief of the “wise men,” doubtless 
left him an enduring fame among 
all the learned and particularly the 
spiritually-minded and godly-wise 
men who followed Daniel in that 
ancient empire. Already the glory 
of world rule had departed from 
Babylon when Christ was born. It 
had been conquered first by the 
Medes under Darius, establishing 
the Media-Persian empire. Later- 
it was conquered by Alexander the 
Great, and then later still by the 
Roman legions, and Rome ruled 
the world in the days when Christ 
was born. 

But in the East, still, wise men 

(Continued on page’5) 
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Our hearts are 


in Bethlehem, 
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help. 


be blessed by 
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God in the highest”; 
who believed, of wise men who came from afar 
with gold and frankincense and myrrh for 
the baby King, or a virgin mother in a stable 


born, whom she laid in a manger and whom 
they called Jesus because He was to save 
His people from their sins! Oh, the lost world 
with its revellings, its commercialized Christ- 
mas, its silly lies deceiving small children and 
later breaking their faith, has nothing else 
as good as that! 

Dear reader, 
you a merry Christmas. May loved ones re- 
member you, may your heart be made glad 
with sincere greetings, may you see and re- 
joice with those long absent, perhaps, and 
may you have feasting and rejoicing to the 
praise of God. 
that the peace of God, the salvation of Christ, 
God’s Christmas Gift, may be yours today and 
through all the years to come. If you know 
Christ in pardon and peace, rejoice! If you 
have never received Him as your own Sa- 
viour, won’t you do it today and let us hear 
from you? How I will rejoice with you! And 
I will write a personal letter of counsel and 


of simple shepherds 


and the sweetest Baby ever 


I pray God bless you and give 


But oh, I pray most of all 
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Coming: 12 Page Sword! 


By Editor John R, Rice 


We have been working on it a long time—now plans 


are completed. The January 


5 issue of The Sword of the 


Lord, two weeks in the future will have 12 pages instead 

of eight. Through January, February and March The Sword 

of the Lord will alternately have 12 pages then 3: ht pages. 
i 


That will give us time to get started on the 12 


g pages, 


and will give our printer time to do the work until the big 


new press ordered arrives. 


Then, beginning the last of 


March, The Sword of the Lord is to have 12 pages every 
week, God willing. The page size remains the same. We will 
simply have half again as much room as we have had in the 
past. And what good news that is for all of us! 


Sword Needs More Room 
for Rich Material 

The need for more space in THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD is most press- 
ing. For one thing commercial ad- 
vertising by good Christian busi- 
nesses, schools, colleges, publish- 
ing houses, etc. is increasing. 
These days publishing costs are 
so high that it is impossible to 
pay expenses on THE SWORD OF 
THE LorD, with our low subscrip- 
tion rate, without advertising. 
Now THE SWORD OF THE LORD is 
getting such a wide circulation 
(averaging 73,000 copies per week 
during 1950) that it has become 
a very valuable advertising me- 
dium. Of course we turn down 
many advertisements, but we be- 
lieve that we are doing a real 
service to run advertisements of 
good Christian schools, Christian 
publishers, mission boards, etc. 
But that takes room. 

Then THe SworRD OF THE LORD 
has such wide interests, so many 
kinds of business for the Lord 
that it takes space to tell the peo- 
ple about them. People want to 
know about our mission work in 
Japan, where thousands of peo- 
ple have turned to Christ through 
literature for which we have paid, 
the editor’s books and pamphlets 
translated there in the Japanese, 
and published and spread. abroad. 
People want to know about all 
the work of our Free Literature 
Fund. They want to know about 
the summer conferences on re- 
vival and soul winning. People 
need to hear and want to hear 
about our staff of splendid evan- 
gelists, now officially sponsored 
by THE SWORD OF THE LORD, and 
holding blessed revival campaigns 
all over the United States, and 
in Canada. People want to know 
about good Christian literature 
which we publish. These demands 
for space will be satisfied in the 
big 12-page Sworp OF THE LORD 
which will be coming soon. 

But most important of all, THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD needs to pub- 
lish more of the finest Christian 
literature. We have planned to 
publish three sermons each week, 
but in the crowded paper some- 
times one of these sermons needs 
to be short. We like to publish 
full-length sermons by the great- 
est preachers now living and the 
greatest preachers of the past. 

Then we want increasingly to 
publish pictures of the great 
crowds in the mighty revivals 
now taking place, and reports of 
these revivals. Perhaps a hundred 
of the best evangelists in Ameri- 
ca send reports to THE SworD OF 
THE LorD and we should like to 
publish accounts of their blessed 
revivals, with many saved, and 
occasionally show pictures of the 
enormous crowds attending some 
present-day revivals. 

We have a new series of animal 
stories with sermons for children, 
by Dr. Walter Wilson, president of 
Kansas City Bible College. We 
have six at hand, and he has 
promised a dozen or 15 more. 
Children will delight in them and 
will learn many precious Scrip- 
tural truths through them. | 

We plan regularly to give de- 
tailed information about modern- 
ism and its inroads. Thousands 
will thank us for solemn warning 
and clear, documented information 


THE SWORD OT THE LORD 


Entered as second-class matter at the 
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Subscription | 


three years. 
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rice $2.00 one year; $5.00 
a and foreign coun- 
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on this subject. A number of ar- 
ticles are already at hand ready 
for publication’on this theme. 

Managing Editor Charles. T. 
Lampman will run a column on 
remarkable conversions, true stor- 
ies gathered from the best Chris- 
tian literature of the age, and 
from personal testimonies of our 
readers. 

Mr. James V. Lamb will run a 
frequent column on “Noteworthy 
News Notes” using remarkable 
incidents in the news of the day, 
to teach Bible truth. Brother Bill 
Rice will have “Sword Thrusts” 
frequently. And I plan to answer 
Bible questions and young peo- 
ple’s problems more than ever be- 
fore, and to publish my own ser- 
mons which have often recently 
been omitted for lack of room. 

I will publish answers to Bible 
questions. A nationally known pas- 
tor and I will publish a debate 
on “Storehouse Tithing.” 


Must We Halse the Subscription 
0? tense 

Of course 12 pages will cost 
more than eight pages, and it has 
already been just “nip and tuck” 
to pay expenses with eight pages. 
However, what God orders He will 
pay for. And we are trusting Him 
to help us. The increased circula- 
tion of THE SWoRD OF THE LORD 
will mean that we will have more 
income from advertising, and so we 
will earnestly try to keep THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD subscription 
price at $2.00 a year in the United 
States, and to our Armed Services, 
and $2.50 a year to Canada and 
foreign countries. We may have 
to raise our subscription price. 
But we earnestly pray that we 
will not. 

At present we have a tremen- 
dous subscription campaign on, in- 
tending to reach 100,000 paid sub- 
scribers with THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD. We believe that if the re- 
sponse is great enough, and if the 
subscription list is enlarged as 
much as we are praying for, the 
large subscription list will enable 
us to pay expenses. So we are of- 
fering THE SWORD OF THE LORD one 
year for $2.00, two years for $3.00, 
four years for $5.00,:ten 1-year 
subscriptions for $11, one hundred 
1-year subscriptions for $101, etc., 
believing that the enlarged sub- 
scription list will enable us to pay 
expenses. At. least we have 
plunged in by faith and trust the 
Lord’s people to stand by us, and 
we know that the Lord will help 
us. So for the present this great 
subscription campaign is contin- 
ued. In the United States, and for 
our Armed Services abroad, we 
will still offer THE SworD OF THE 
LorD at this remarkable low rate, 
for a few weeks more. Send $2.00 
for the first one-year subscription. 
then additional years to the same 
person, or separate subscriptions 
for others may be sent at the rate 
of $1.00 per year. In other words 
send $1.00 extra then $1.00 for 
each one-year subscription sent in 
one batch. 

Other Christian magazines with 
the amount of material similar to 
THE SworRD OF THE LorD, eight 
pages, charge from $2.50 to $3.00 
a year. However, such magazines 
are not usually on the non-profit 
basis which THE SworD OF THE 
LorD enjoys. They must pay. in- 
terest on their investments, must 
pay salaries to editors, etc. These 
magazines do not grow as fast as 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD, and their 
prices are not too high. But even 
though subscribers will be getting 
12 pages weekly instead of eight, 
we still make our tremendous sub- 
scription offer. Send your sub- 
scriptions in as soon as possible. It 
is very likely that you will never 
again get THE SWORD OF THE LorpD, 
or any kind of Christian reading 
matter so cheaply as you can now. 
We urge every reader who possi- 


100,000 
Campaign Rates 


2 one-year subs, $3 

3 one-year subs, $4 

4 one-year subs, $5 
10 one-year subs, $1) 
50 one-year subs, $51. 


These rates apply on all sub- 
scriptions sent in in one batch. 
First subscription $2 a year; 
other subscriptions sent in at 
the same time $1 each per 
year. The offer is good for 
either new or renewal. 
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bly can to advance his own sub- 
scription four years for $5.00, tak- 
ing advantage of this wonderful 
offer. Thus you will save money, 
you will avoid missing any copies 
of THE SWORD OF THE LORD, and 
we will be saved the trouble of 
writing to ask you to renew your 
subscription. Of course every re- 
newal will simply be added to 
your own subscription at its ex- 
piration, so you will get full ad- 
vantage of the new subscription 
price. 


Thousands of Subscriptions 
Coming In 

We thank God for the thousands 
of subscriptions coming in. One 
day there were 925 subscriptions. 
Another day brought 836, another 
day 650. Yesterday there were 
615. But that is not enough. We 
ought to be getting over 1,000 
subscriptions every day, and I 
think we. soon will be. 

A number of churches are put- 
ting THE SWORD OF THE LORD in 
the church budget and sending 
this revival weekly to every home 
in the church. Some pastors an- 
nounce THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
subscription plan in the services 
and appoint some member to re- 
ceive the subscriptions and send 
them in. One brother will always 
be willing to pay the $2.00 for the 
first subscription and others get 
them at $1.00 a year. Why not 
see that some person is appointed 
in your church to send in sub- 
scriptions? Samples will be sent 


on request, but hurry! 

One Methodist layman sends 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD to every 
Methodist pastor in his state. A 
college, a Bible Institute and a 
university each require minister- 
ial students to take THE SworpD oF 
THE LorRD and report on the ser- 
mons therein. Two businessmen 
sent THE SWORD OF THE LorD to 
every home in their town at a 
cost of $1250! A layman wants 
to send sample copies to every 
evangelical pastor in America who 
does not now receive THE SworD 
OF THE LorRD (some 20,000 minis- 
ters do receive it!). What will you 
do about it? At least make up 
ten or 20 names with addresses 
carefully written out, and send 
their subscriptions today. Ten 
subscriptions for $11, twenty sub- 
scriptions for $21, fifty subscrip- 
tions for $51. Put your loved ones 
on the list. Send it to principal 
families in your church. Send it 
to unsaved ones for whom you 
pray. THE SworRD OF THE LORD 
will bring revival to churches, will 
bring salvation to sinners, will 
bring inspiration and sermon help 
for preachers. 

If you do not have the names 
of people to whom you ought to 


send THE SWORD OF THE LORD, will 


you not send a gift to our Minis- 
ters’ and Missionaries’ Subscrip- 
tion Fund? We have great de- 
mand for help in this matter from 
preachers all over the world, many 
of whom cannot possibly send 
money for THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD. 

Please mark all renewal] sub- 
scriptions plainly, “renewal.” For 
Canadian and foreign subscrip- 
tions, add 50c a year. 


Honor Christ at Christmas 


You have been giving and re- 
ceiving Christmas presents. Now 
let me urge upon you that you 
do something for Jesus Christ, 
whose birthday we celebrate at 
Christmas time. As a Christian 
who really wants to honor Christ, 
send THE SWORD OF THE LORD to 
people who need it. Do it without 
hope of reward except in Heaven. 
Do it for Jesus’ sake, and not for 
your own pleasure alone. At 
Christmas time we spend lots of 
money to travel, money for gifts, 
money for big dinners. Now let 
every genuine Christian spend 
some money that will honor the 
Lord in sending the gospel to peo- 
ple around the world! How many 
subscriptions will you send today 
in Jesus’ name! 


Fundamental and 
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Gifted Bible Expositors, Evangelists and 
Musicians heard daily. 


: Recreational program features 
Ocean bathing and Fishing trip to Bahamas 


For details write 
Ira Lee Eshleman 
Boca Raton, Fla. 
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Why Christ Came to Earth 


By the late Dr. William Edward Biederwolf | 
“What think ye of Christ? whose son is he?”—Matt. 22:42. 


___ Many people today want us to believe that it makes no 
difference about the parentage of Christ—no difference 


whose son He is. But it does 
it is not important. But it is 


make a difference. They say 
important. They tell us, “The 


virgin birth is not to be accepted as an historic fact,” and 
want us to “spend our energy on something that really mat- 
ters.” But it does matter. If the attack upon the miracle of 
His birth goes unchallenged, they will next attack the miracle 
of His resurrection and everything else supernatural about 
Him; and then they will end their attack upon His cross, and 
we shall be without a Christ altogether. 


Son of Joseph or Son of God? 


If Jesus was not conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, as the Bible says 
He was, then Mary was nota good 
woman; for the Bible says, in just 
so many words, that Joseph found 
Mary great with child “before 
they came together.” 

If Mary was great with child 
through Joseph, why did she say 
to the angel, ‘“‘“How shall this thing 
be, seeing I know not a man?” 

If Mary was great with child 
through Joseph, then why did 
Joseph want to put her away, for 
he was a just man? 

If Mary was great with child 
through Joseph, why did God have 
to explain to him, through an an- 
gel, how it had all come about, be- 
fore he would take her back? 

Back in Christ’s own. day His 
enemies said He was the son of 
Joseph; but they at least had sense 
enough or were honest enough to 
admit the awful charge their in- 
sinuation carried with it. Driven 
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at last into a corner in contro- 
versy, they turned on Him and 
spit out their vile insinuation— 
this unholy charge and sacrilegious 
slander that has found an echo in 
the heart: of the so-called Moder- 
nist or self-styled “intellectual 
ecclesiastic.” They said to Him 
with a sneer, ‘‘We be not the sons 
of fornication,’ but Jesus, with 
holy indignation, resented their in- 
famous imputation, and said, “Ye 
are of your father, the devil, but 
I proceeded forth and came from 
God.” 

“What think ye of Christ? 
Whose son is he?” The hardest 
proposition the infidel crowd has 
ever been up against is to answer 
that question. Isaiah said, “His 
name shall be called Wonderful” 
(Isa. 9:6). And there is no better 
name to describe Him. He is the 
world’s one great wonder. No one 
else ever approached Him. He is 
in a class by Himself. If He were 
only a man, then by every law 
of evolution and by every code of 
common sense this twentieth 
century ought to produce a better 
one. It is one thing to proclaim 
His natural birth; it is quite an- 
other thing to explain on the same 
ground the mystery of His per- 


sonality and His life. Let the 
evolutionist, the psychologist, the 
agnostic, account for this! Apart 
from His supernatural birth He is 
the world’s one great mystery, and 
the only clue you will ever find 
to that mystery is to be found in 
the thirty-fifth verse of the first 
chapter of Luke’s Gospel, where 
when Mary asked, “How shall this 
thing be, seeing I know not a 
man?” the angel replied, ‘The 
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, 
and the power of the Highest shall 
overshadow thee: therefore also 
that holy thing which shall be born 
of thee shall be called the Son of 
God” (Luke 1:35). 

Now this is what we mean when 
we talk about the incarnation. It 


|means that when Jesus Christ 


came into this world He came 
with two natures, a human nature 
and a divine one, and that this 
was brought about by the miracu- 
lous manner of His birth. 

“But,” you say, “the thing seems 
so utterly impossible.” Nothing is 
impossible with God! If God could 
perform one miracle He could per- 
form a hundred miracles, just as 
hard, or harder, if anything could 
be hard with God. What kind of 
God does the modernist want us to 
worship anyhow? A God who can’t 
do this, and can’t do that, and 
can’t do the other thing, or who 
if He can do it, must not do it 
because it seems so much more 
rational to do it some other way. 
I believe in a God who can do 
anything, and I am ready to be- 
lieve anything and everything the 
Word of God says He did do. Why 
not? 

“But,” you say, “the whole 
thing seems so unnecessary.” It 
takes an infinite amount of con- 
ceit for little, finite, erring indivi- 
duals like you and me to say what 
was necessary and what was not 
necessary in so stupendous an 
event as the bringing into’ the 
world of the Only Begotten Son 
of God. If Christ was to offer Him- 


self a sacrifice for your sins and 
mine, He had to be sinless Himself, 
and it was the miracle of His birth 
that precluded the possibility of 
moral taint from the earliest mo- 
ment of conception. 

“But,” you say, “why are there 
not more witnesses to it in the 
Bible?” Well, how many witness- 
es does God require to establish 
His Word as true? It is recorded 
by the prophets before His birth, 
and by two of the evangelists after 
His birth, and is supported by the 
question of Mary to the angel, 
and by the conduct of Joseph as 
we have already seen, and all of 
this in language too clear to be 
denied. 

“But,” you say, “if it ‘were 
true, the other writers would have 
known about it, and their silence 
therefore implies their denial of 
it.”” But you are far from the truth 
here. Their silence implies their 
acceptance of it, or they would 
have made correction where the 
others had gone into error. 

If, however, silence on the part 
of one or more means denial, then 
there is altogether little indeed in 
the whole New Testament that 
can be relied upon, e.g., the first 
three Gospel writers are _ silent 
about the resurrection of Lazarus: 
therefore it never took place. 

John makes no reference to the 
transfiguration: therefore there 
was mone; although Matthew, 
Mark and Luke say John was one 
of the three who saw it. 

Matthew and John say nothing 
about His ascension: therefore it 
never occurred. 


Mark and John say nothing at 
all about His birth: therefore He 
was never born. These two evan- 
gelists begin with His public min- 
istry, and so there was no occasion 
to say anything about His birth, 
virgin or otherwise. But they both 
specifically called Him the Son 
of God, and John repeatedly spoke 
of Him as the “only begotten Son 
of God.”’ What does ‘“‘beget” mean? 
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It means to “generate.” It means 
to “bring into existence.” Did John 
mean “begotten of Joseph,” or did 
he mean “begotten of God’’? 

“What think ye of Christ? 
Whose son is he? Is he the son of 
Joseph?” 

The prophets say, “No!” 

Matthew says, “NoY’ . 

Mark says, “No!” 

Luke says ‘No!” 

John says, “No!” 

Mary says, No!” 

Joseph says, “No!” 

Jesus says, ‘No? 

God says, “No!” 

The modernist says, “Yes!” 

And all I can say is, God pity 
the man who, with the Word of 
God open before him, lends himself 
to this sacrilegious but futile at- 
tempt to snatch from the blessed 
brow of Jesus this masterpiece of 
the incontrovertible evidence of 
His glorious Godhood. 

“The Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among men” (John 1:14). 
I thank God that Jesus came. He 
might have come some other way, 


| but I can think of no more beauti- 


ful way or more sensible way He 
could have come than by the way 
the Bible says He did come— 
through His supernatural virgin 
birth. 


Christ Came to Destroy the 
Works of Satan 


But here is another question 
just as important, and from a cer- 
tain standpoint even more so. Why 
did He ever come at all? What 
was the real meaning of the incar- 
nation? What was its purpose? 
Well, there was more than one 
purpose. Let us see what the Word 
of God says. 

In I John 3:8 we are told, “For 
this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested that he might destroy 
the works of the devil.” Is it not 
a bit of the most glorious néws you 
ever heard? You know what the 
works of the devil are: murder, 
lying, lust, and everything else 
born in Hell. 

There is only one thing in God’s 
world that I am afraid of, and 
that is sin. No man ever played 
with sin that sin didn’t get the 
better of him. Don’t try to play 
with sin. If you must play with 
something dangerous, then go out 
into the field and pick _up a rat- 
tlesnake and let it play in your 
bosom. Go down to the electric 
road and play with the third rail. 
Reach up into the skies and play 


|}with God’s forked lightning; but 


for God’s sake and your soul’s 
sake don’t play with sin. 

Two little Italian lads of New 
York City were returning from a 
swim. Pietro had picked up a 
piece of copper wire and thought 
he would have a little fun with the 
third rail of the New York Central 


track along which they were walk- 
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“It has been, for some time, my feeling that there should be instituted here an 
annual series of lectures on evangelism, and Dr. John R. Rice was invited to inaugurate 
the Bob Jones University Lectures on Evangelism with a series of ten addresses presented 
during the month of February, 1950. It was my feeling that no man in America was more 
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miing. He poked away around the 
® wooden covering of the rail, but 
: Inothing happened. ‘““‘That’s funny,” 

© lhe said, “I guess I didn’t touch the 
ee: right spot.” Then he pushed the 
point of his wire down underneath 
the covering. There was a flash 


America.” 


From the Foreword, by Dr. Bob Jones, Jr. 
President, Bob Jones University 


Pungent Paragraphs from the Book 


“ “One example is worth a _ thousand _arguments.’ 
I have given you many strong reasons, Bible reasons, 
why we can have revival now. Now I want to show 
you that we are already having revival in America, 
that in many communities blessed revivals have 
come, with thousands saved, and that there are 
everywhere increasing signs of revival, new additions 
for the forces of soul winners. I believe that we are 
in the beginning of a great awakening in America. 
But already we are having great revivals, ‘and 
there is incontrovertible evidence that revivals, great 
revivals, mass evangelism at its best and highest and 
most fruitful, are possible in America today, if 
God’s people pay God’s price. If God can have a few 
people who will be willing to live or die in order 
to have God’s power, then God can have blessed re- 
vivals anywhere in America, anywhere in the world 
today. And one evidence that cannot be denied is the 


revivals that are already on in America.” 


From Chapter Nine 


“For many years I have been saying that God would 
again open the windows of Heaven and pour out 
great revivals, when His people met His requirements. 
Th , I no longer find so many skeptics! God 
Himself is proving the truth—that we can _ have re- 
vivals now. And may the dear Lord help His people 
to furnish ‘vessels not a few’ for the blessings He 
plans to pour out upon us!” 


From Chapter Nine 


“Who are these who doubt that we can have great 
revivals? Whose are these defeated voices that des- 
pair of great revivals; these voices which discourage 
faith, these defeated voices which withhold support 


from those who would do what Jesus commanded in- 


getting the gospel to every creature? The defeated 
voices that teach that the vigor and glory of New 
Testament Christianity cannot be reproduced are the 
voices of modernists who do not believe the funda- 
mentals of the faith; the voice of worldings who are 
not willing to give up sin and the favor of the 
world; the voice of the backslidden who have lost 
faith, lost their first love, lost their Christian joy; 
the voice jealous of evangelists and their boldness, 
their crowds and popularity; and the voice of the 
ultradispensationalists whose wrong understanding of 
the Bible hinders their belief in the possibility and 
probability of great revivals.”’ From Chapter One 


“With a triumphant note the author proves con- 
clusively that even now there is a great upsurge of 
revival interest and results and more evangelists, 
more revival campaigns, and greater number of 
conversions than for a quarter of a century. Every 
preacher, every earnest Christian needs this book. It 
will revive the heart, increase the faith, inform the 
intelligent mind and reorientate one toward the God 
of revival, the power of the Holy Spirit, the need 
to put soul winning first, and the undimmed precious 
promises of the Bible.” 
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The lectures are built around the oft-repeated state- 
ment of the Lord Jesus that “the harvest truly is 
great, but the labourers are few” (Matt. 9:37, 38; 
Luke 10:2; John 4:35). 
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. Mass Evangelism and Defeatist Voices that 
Despair of Revival 


. Bible Foretells Greatest Revivals Yet to Come 
. False Teaching about the Last Days 
. “The Last Days,” a Blessed Age of Revival 


. Great Revivals in Bible Times Prove We 
Can Have Revival Now 
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6. We Can Have Revival Now Because of God's 
Infinite Resources Freely Available for Soul [ 
Winning | 

7. Present-day Wickedness, Apostasy and 
Modern Civilization Cannot Prevent Revival 

8. The Revival Harvest is Always Ripe Among 
Lost Sinners 

9. We can Have Revival Now Because We Al- 
ready Have Increasing Revival 


10. God’s Way to Mass Revival 


of blue flame and a shriek of pain 
as 11,000 volts of electricity shot 
through the wire. In a moment, or 
less, his clothing was on fire, and 
his hair and eyebrows were burned 
off. He tried to drop the wire as 
it hissed and sputtered at white 
heat, but it wouldn’t let go. He 
tried to pull it away but it stuck 
to the rail as if it were soldered 
there. 


His little friend tried to pull him 
away and was hurled to the ground 
with a terrific shock. The brave 
little fellow then threw his rubber 
coat around Pietro and pulled him 


i iloose. Pietro started to run, but 


fainted and fell. They took him 
to the hospital and the doctor said, 
“One chance in a thousand to re- 
cover.” 

The two boys said they knew 
there was something dangerous 
about that rail. They had heard 
older people say so, but they 
thought it wouldn’t hurt any to 
play with it a little. And so sin 
scorches and burns and kills like 
a live third rail, and people know 
it, and yet they will trifle with 
sin. Maybe you, my friend, have 
played with your sin so long that 
to you your case seems hopeless; 
but thanks be to God, sin never 
took anyone so low, it never bound 
anyone.so_ tightly that Christ 
Jesus, the God-man, couldn’t reach 
down as low, snap the fetters, and 
set him free. That is why He 
was manifested; that is why He 

(Continued on page 6) 
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McDonald Blessed in Maine 

At recent meetings in Westfield, 
Maine, Claude McDonald, of the 
Sword Staff of Evangelists, saw 
19 claim Christ as Lord and 
Saviour. Reporting to Dr. Rice 
Evangelist McDonald said: 

“The people up here think there 
is no one like Dr. Rice. Everyone 
thought your Presque Isle meet- 
ing wonderful, I met some who 
were saved and going on with the 
Lord since your campaign. They 


came to our meeting and told me 


of being saved while you were 
here. Has been a long time since 
I’ve seen anyone so highly spoken 
of and so much loved as you are 
up here. THE SworpD has many 
friends, pastors and laymen alike, 
in the section and I’m sure the 
staff will receive many calls from 
this area.” 


Wells Appreciated in Illinois 


Reporting on the work of Evan- 
gelist Oscar Wells of the Sword 
Staff of Evangelists, Fred G. 
Crown, pastor Edgewood Baptist 
Church, Rock Island, Illinois said: 

‘Tt is indeed with delight that 
I am writing you relative to the 
ministry of Dr. Oscar Wells in our 
church. We have had a blessed 
time together and the Lord has 
truly given us showers of blessing. 
Mr. Wells’ Bible expositions in the 
Gospel of John have been marvel- 
ous, and his evangelistic messages 
at night have been with power 
and conviction. Souls. have been 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


by Charies T. Lampman 


saved and others have come into 
the church. We are only in the 
midst of the week and expect 
greater things from God as the 
meetings progress.” 


Lamb Used in St. Louis 


Evangelist James V. Lamb, of 
the Sword Staff of Evangelists, 
was recently commended. by 
Marion Furgerson, pastor Fair- 
view Baptist Church, St. Louis, 
Missouri. Pastor Furgerson said: 

“I want to give you a report on 
our fine revival with Rev. and 
Mrs. Lamb. We had 17 confessing 
Christ as Saviour, nine uniting 
with the church by letter, 16 re- 
dedications, and 30 coming for- 
ward indicating a desire to have 
power for soul winning. 

“Many of our people said this 
was the best revival we have had 
among our members. I would com- 
mend Brother and Mrs. Lamb to 
any church for revival. They are 
gracious Christians, and earnest 
soul winners, and he is a talented, 
well-trained, powerful preacher. 
They serve the Lord in love, and 
will help build a healthy spirit in 
the church.” 


Joe Rice in Nebraska 


Pastor John W. Nelson, First 
Baptist Church, Tecumseh, Ne- 
braska, commended the work of 
Evangelist Joe Rice in a recent 
letter. He said: 

“T write in appreciation of Evan- 
gelist Joe Rice’ (of the Sword 


Staff of Evangelists) “and his 
recent ministry among us. Surely 
he is a man of God. His messages 
are scriptural, well-illustrated, and 
prayerfully delivered. The speaker 
is kept in the background; Christ 
is presented as the only hope for 
sinners. 


‘In two weeks of meetings in 
our small church there were 14 
first public professions of faith 
in Christ and 48 rededications. 
Some came forward at almost 
every service. I am convinced that 
any church willing to pray and 
work for revival will make no mis- 
take in asking Brother Joe Rice 
to lead them in it. 


“T mention some additional facts 
that should interest any pastor 
thinking of inviting an evangelist 
to assist in a meeting. Mr. Rice 
has held several successful pastor- 
ates and knows the problems that 
pastors face. He works with, not 
against, the local leadership. He 
is also a fine personal soul win- 
ner. Some of his best work is done 
at this point. Several were led to 
Christ in their homes while he was 
with us.” 


Melton in Greenville 


A. C. Brown, pastor Pleasant 
Mound Baptist Church, wrote re- 
cently: 


“No doubt you are interested as 
to how the men are doing on the 
field. So I am writing this with- 
out solicitation thinking perhaps 
it would be interesting to the 
readers of THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
Evangelist J. H. “Dick” Melton” 
(of the Sword Staff of Evangel- 
ists) ‘“‘was with me and my church 
from November 7 continuing and 
closing November 19. We had a 
fine meeting and I baptized seven 
yesterday and have two more to 
baptize and possibly more as a re- 
sult of the meeting. 


Indianapolis Sword Conference December 31 -- January 9 


Speakers—Lee Roberson, Wm. Dowell, Carlyle Scott, John R. 
Rice, Ford Porter, James V. Lamb, Charles T. Lampman 


Wonderful Music Led by Rev. Warren Steward, Many Special 
Musicians, Heart-Warming = toons 


A wonderful time of blessing is expected at Sword Con- 
ference on Revival and Soul Winning at Berean Gospel Tem- 
ple, 13th Street and Carrollton Ave., Indianapolis, beginning 
on Sunday (New Year’s Eve), December 31, and running 
through Friday, January 5. Some will come to stay for the 
entire conference; others will drive in for as many services 
as they can attend. Note this strong program: 


DAILY PROGRAM 


SUNDAY, December 31 
10:45 a.m., Ford Porter 
3:00 p.m, John R. Rice 


7:30 p.m., Revival Service 
John R. Rice 


“The Last Days and Revival in 
Prophecy” 

“Impending War—God’s Payday 
for American Sin.” 


10:00 p.m. Watch Night Service, Evangelist Carlyle Scott 
11:00 p.m. Pastor Ford Porter, with prayer, praise and resolutions 


MONDAY, January 1 


2:00 p.m., Carlyle Scott 
3:00 p.m., Lee Roberson 
7:00-7:45 p.m., John R. Rice 
8:00 p.m., Lee Roberson 
TUESDAY, January 2 


2:00 p.m., John R. Rice 
3:00 p.m., Lee Roberson 
7:00-7:45 p.m., Ford Porter 
8:00 p.m., Lee Roberson 


WEDNESDAY, January 3 
2:00 p.m., John R. Rice 
3:00 p.m., William Dowell 
7:00-7:45 p.m., William Dowell 


8:00 p.m., John R. Rice 


THURSDAY, January 4 
2:00 p.m., James V. Lamb 


3:00 p.m., John R. Rice 


7:00-7:45 p.m., James V. Lamb 

8:00 p.m., Music 

8:15 p.m., Special Report from 
Managing Editor, 
Charles T. Lamp- 
man 


8:30 p.m., William Dowell 


FRIDAY, January 5 


2:00 p.m., Charles T. Lampman 
3:00 p.m., William Dowell 


7:00-7:45 p.m., William Dowell 
8:00 p.m., John R. Rice 


“The Danger of Too M uch” 
“We Can Have Revival Now” 
“Wanted—Fresh Christians” 


“Tt is Hasy to Win Souls” 


“The Burden God wants Men to 
Have” 


“Tracts in Soul Winning” 
“Seven Great Experiences” 


“God’s Resources for Revival’ 
“Hindrances to Personal Soul 
Winning” 

“How to Be An Effective Soul 
Winner” 

“Hindered Prayer” 


“D. L. Moody and the Power of 
the Holy Spirit” 


“Power of Pentecost—How to 
Have It” 


“The Methods of D. L. Moody” 


é 


“How to Build a Soul-Winning 


Church” 


“Publish Glad Tidings” 


“Soul Winning Through the Sun- 
day School” 


The Work of the Holy Spirit in 
Soul Winning” 


“God’s Slaughter Crew” 


Meeting Schedule 


Services Sunday, 10:45 a.m., 3:00 p 
7:30 to Midnight (Watch Night enthont 
Monday Through Friday, Services 2:00, 
3:00, 7:00 and 8:00 p.m. Daily. 


The Most 
Wonderful Person 


(Continued from page 1) 


If I could sing till men would see 

The face of God instead of me, 

And bow themselves unto the 
ground, 

And turn from sin the world 
around, 

My song would never half make 
plain 

The mighty wonders of His Name! 


“Counsellor” 


A counsellor is one who gives 
advice. There are many would-be 
counsellors in the world today, but 
“The counsel of the Lord, that 
shall stand,” “who worketh all 
things after the counsel of His 
own will.” All other counsel, con- 
trary to His, shall come to nought 
(See Psa. 33:10). That is why He 
tells usin Psalm one, “Blessed is 
the man that walketh not in the 
counsel of the ungodly.” 

In Matthew 22:15 we find the 
Pharisees took: counsel how they 
might entangle Christ in His 
speech, but their counsel was of 
no avail. The elders of the people 
took counsel against Him that they 
might put Him to death (Matt. 
27:1) but could not do it until He 
was ready to lay down His life 
for the sheep. In Psalm two we 
read, “the rulers take counsel] to- 
gether against the Lord.” How far 
do they get? Read the rest of the 
Psalm. They come to derision and 
vexation, 

Because the Lord Jesus is such 


a wonderful Person, He is a Coun-| 


sellor who is worthy and in whom 
we can have the fullest confidence. 
He never made a mistake. No one 
can improve upon, nor gainsay, 
His statements, He is competent to 
give counsel and able to aid us in 
fulfilling it. Yet how many refuse 
the advice given from Heaven, as 
we read in Proverbs 1:25-30, “But 


ye have set at nought all my| 


counsel, and would none of my re- 
proof. . .” 

Others have accepted His Word 
and have been greatly blessed of 
the Lord. David said, “Thou shalt 


“Our church was greatly reviv- 
ed and we had another conversion 
last night and another addition to 
the church. Seemingly the revival 
is going right on. Brother Melton 
is a real gospel preacher and 
stays with the Word. Any church 
large or small will make no mis- 
take in having Evangelist Melton 
in a meeting for he is safe, sane 
and sound in his preaching. As we 
often say he just keeps chopping 
wood and lets chips fall where 
they may. My candid opinion is he 
is a great evangelist whose am- 
bition is to please God and not 
men and I would not hesitate to 
recommend him to any church 
great or small as a God-called, 
God-sent evangelist winning souls 
for Christ.” 


guide me with thy counsel, and 
afterward receive me to glory” 
(Psa. 73:24). “Thy testimonies also 
are my counsellors.” The Lord 
counsels through His Word and 
stands ready at all times to ad- 
vise and help all who come to 
Him by faith. 


“The Mighty God” 

The Lord Jesus is reférred to in 
this text as “‘the Mighty God.” He 
is the strong and mighty One 
mentioned also in Psalm 24, “Lift 
up your heads, O ye gates; even 
lift them up, ye everlasting doors; 
and the King of glory shall come 
in. Who is this King of glory? 
The Lord strong and mighty, the 
Lord mighty in battle.”’ You don’t 
come to a weak Saviour when you 
come to Him. The Devil and all 
demons must flee before Him. The 
archangel Michael, and the mes- 
senger angel Gabriel, and all the 
angels, willingly bow down before 
Him and worship Him as their 
God. “This is the true God, and 
eternal life” (I John 5:20). Only 
God is worthy of worship and only 
God can give eternal life. “In him 
dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9). Thom- 
as was right when he said, “My 
Lord and my God.” Peter’s testi- 
mony is, “We have not followed 


cunningly devised fables, when we 
made known unto you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty” (II Pet. 1:16). Through 
faith in Him we can say; “Whom 
having not seen, ye love; in whom, 
though now ye see him not, yet 
believing, ye rejoice with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory” (I 
Pet. 1:8). 


“The Everlasting Father” 


Usually we associate this name 
with the One whom men call the 
first person of the Trinity. But 
here the title belongs to Christ. 
He is the One who reveals God 
the Father to us, He is equal with 
the Father, and the term speaks 
of His oneness with the. Father. 
He takes the Father’s place here 
upon earth. 

The term “Everlasting Father” 
has ‘the meaning of protector and 
provider. That is the meaning of 


Job 29:16. Job said, “I was a 
father to the poor.” 
The term also means, “The Fa- 


ther of eternity, or of the ages.” 
He is the one who upholds all 
things by the Word of His power. 
“In him all things consist” or are 
held together. He is. eternal and 
will rule eternally, His throne is 
forever. He is Lord of all. 


The term also has the meaning 
of author or founder. The Lord 
Jesus is “the author and finisher 
of our faith’ (Heb. 12:2). Rev. 
Tommie Titcombe was a pioneer 
missionary to Africa, serving there 
about forty years. When he re- 
turned to Africa for special work, 
after being in the homeland a 
few years, the people of. his field 
could hardly contain themselves. 
They were bubbling over with joy 
as they shouted, ‘“The father of our 
faith has come! The father of our 
faith has come!” In a larger sense 


(Continued on page 5) 


Please Mention 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 


This is a special appeal for a 
special Christmas gift of some 
amount of cash from every one 
of you Christian friends for the 
Student Loan Endowment fund 
which we are raising. 

Yes, I know. It is Christmas- 
time! At Christmastime most 
of us make gifts to our friends 
and some of us really spend 
more money than we ought to 
spend. I am, however, asking 
our friends who love the Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity to 
make a special gift of some 
amount to our Lord on His 
birthday by helping us train 
workers for Him. 

Remember, we are endeavor- 
ing to raise one million dollars 
for the Student Loan Endow- 
ment Fund so we will not have 
to turn away any student from 
Bob Jones University who is the 


to accept and who wishes to 


able to pay all of his or her 


a minimum goal we are endeav- 
oring to reach by January l, 
' 1951, We will tell you early in 
January whether we have 
reached the goal or not. 

Some of you friends have a 
great deal of money that you 
could put into God’s work and 
you could send a_ generous 
check to Bob Jones University 
for this Student Loan Endow- 
ment Fund without any great 
sacrifice. I also know that many 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


type of student we are willing 


train for Christian work be- 
cause that young person is not 


expenses. Remember, we have 


of you do not have much money. 
I, however, would like to have 
all of you make a gift of some 
amount. I am hoping that we 
will receive the largest number 
of gifts during the Christmas 
holidays that we have ever had 
at any time since we have been 
making this appeal. 

We have told you our story 
over and over again. We have 
told you that almost one-third 
of our students here this year 
had to have some financial as- 
Sistance in order to take this 
Christian training which we are 
offering at Bob Jones Univer- 
sity. We have told about our 
graduates, some of whom are 
missionaries, who could never 
have attended Bob Jones Uni- 
versity if our Christian friends 
had not helped us to help them. 

Bob Jones University has no 
one in the field raising money. 
We just tell our story and ask 
the Christian friends who have 
an affinity for the cause for 
which Bob Jones University 
stands to send in contributions. 
We are making a special Christ- 
mas appeal this week. We be- 
lieve many of you will respond 
even though you may have to 
sacrifice a little to do it. Please 
let us hear from you. We are 
counting on you. Oh, yes, please 
pray for us. Thank you and God 
bless you. 

BOB JONES, FOUNDER 

BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 

GREENVILLE, S. C. 
(Advertisement) 
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the Lord Jesus is the Father of 
our faith. He is the Father, the 


' Author, of our eternal life. The 


writer of Hebrews tells us that we 
are to keep looking unto Him. 


“The Prince of Peace” 


Peace is a great blessing and it 
is good for us to know its source. 
God delights in peace. He is called 
“The God of peace.” The Holy 
Spirit is called the “Spirit of 
peace.” The Gospel is called “The 
Gospel of peace.” The Lord Jesus 
is called “The Prince of peace.” 
“He is our peace.” Without Him 
there is no peace. “The wicked are 
like the troubled sea, when it can- 
not rest, whose waters cast up 
mire and dirt. There is no peace, 
saith my God, to the wicked” (Isa. 
57:20, 21), 

Rejoice with me that peace is 
made possible through the blood 
of Christ. “And having made peace 
through the blood of his cross, by 
him to reconcile all things unto 
himself; by him, I say, whether 
they be things in earth, or things 
in heaven” (Col. 1:20). We ex- 
perience that peace by faith. 
“Therefore, being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The peace of God is another step 
for the Christian. God’s people 
should not be anxious, but quiet 


Most Wonderful Person in History 


before Him. The secret of such 
peace is found in Philippians 4: 
6, 7. “Be careful [or anxious] for 
nothing; but in every thing by 
prayer and _ supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God. And the 
peace of God which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus.” In Colossians 3:15 we read: 
“Let the peace of God rule in your 
hearts.” Notice the word ‘Let.’ 
The God of peace desires to reign 
in the hearts of His people and 
we must permit Him to do so. 
The word “rule’’ reminds us of the 
Greek games. The umpire held 
the prize in his hand during the 
contest that the athletes might be 
inspired to do their best. We 
should keep looking at the peace 
of God as a great blessing to be 
enjoyed and allow Him to rule 
within. Again we read: “Great 
peace have they which love Thy 
law, and nothing shall offend 
them,” or “nothing shall upset 
them.”’ Love for God’s Word will 
keep us from being upset. See also 
Isaiah 26:3. 


Those of us who have peace with 
God and the peace of God have a 
great responsibility. “If it be pos- 
sible, as much as lieth in you, 
live peaceably with all men” 
(Rom. 12:18). “Let us therefore 


follow after the things which make 
for peace, and things wherewith 
one may edify another” (Rom. 
14:19). “Be at peace among your-' 
selves’ (I Thess. 5:13). “Have 
peace one with another” (Mk. 9: 
90). See also Matthew 5:9 and II 
Tim. 2:22. 


Most everywhere in the world 
we find unrest—in governments, 
in business, in homes, in hearts. 
The reason for unrest is the re- 
jection of the Prince of peace. 
There can be no lasting peace on 
earth until the Prince of peace 
comes again and reigns from sea 
to sea and from shore to shore. 
That is what He is going to do. 
Then shall be fulfilled that por- 
tion of our text which says, “And 
the government shall be upon His 
shoulder.” 


Before ‘‘the Word became flesh,” 
the angel said to Mary, “He shall 
be great, and shall be called the 
Son of the Highest: and the Lord 
God shall give unto him the throne 
of his father David: And he shall 
reign over the house of Jacob 
forever; and of his kingdom there 
shall be no end” (Luke 1:32, 33). 
Revelation nineteen gives more of 
the details of His receiving the 
uttermost parts of the earth for 
His possession. Read the chapter 
and you will find that it will be 
far better to be with Him than to 
be against Him. To be without 
Him is to be against Him. There is 
absolutely no hope for anyone 
who will not receive Christ as 


The Gifts of the Wise Men 
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sought after God, studied the star- 
ry heavens, and doubtless pored 
over the ancient manuscripts of 
Daniel. From a study of Daniel 
9:24-26, they may well have 
learned of the coming Prince, the 
Messiah or King of the Jews, who 
would one day bring an end to the 
sin and trouble of the Jews, and 
would be anointed the most holy 
King, and reign in Jerusalem. They 
may well have kept careful record 
as the years went by, sixty-nine 
weeks of years, or 483 years, from 
the time the commandment went 
forth in the days of Ezra and 
Nehemiah to rebuild Jerusalem, 
until the coming of the Saviour. 
When the sixty-nine weeks were 
finished, these watchers saw in the 
heavens—that “declare the glory 
of God”—a star! They took this 
star as a supernatural witness that 
the time was fulfilled, the King 
was born. And so by faith they 
came to Jerusalem, bringing their 
gifts for the new-born King. At 


personal Saviour. 


The time to receive Him is 
NOW. If you have not done so, 
will you receive Him this moment 
by faith? You are not sure of the 
next. Think of it! Such a won- 
derful person is willing to be your 
Saviour, “Blessed are all they that 
put their trust in him” (Psa. 2:12). 
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about normal sex life in marriage. 


life. You will thrill to the wonderful story of John Wes- 8. 
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“Every Christian parent who reads this 381-page 
handbook on vital subjects will be thankful that Dr. 
Rice has had the courage, energy, perseverance, and 


“«...Dr. Rice, without fear and trembling, discuss- 
es the many sex problems of marriage sanely, Scrip- 
turally, reverently, authoritatively and, in the opinion 
of this reviewer has given to the American home the 


“In this volume Dr. Rice speaks as a pastoral coun- 
sellor on questions that many ministers studiously 
avoid, He is both Scriptural and practical. A careful 
consideration of many of its chapters, coupled with a 
sincere desire to practice the truth therein set forth, 
might save many a family from shipwreck. 

“While Dr. Rice is always frank and straightfor- 
ward, he is not rude or vulgar. No one will find his or 
her sensibilities offended by what is here set forth 
plainly on subjects which are often considered taboo 
among modest people... . Meets q very, very wide- 
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In the book Home—Courtship, Marriage and Children Dr. Rice covers almost 
every phase of the subject suggested by the title. In direct, spiritual language he 
gives what God says about the most intimate experiences of life that begin when 
young people come to the age of interest in the opposite sex, through courtship, mar- 
riage, the experience of “becoming one flesh,” the bringing of children into the 
world, and bringing up the family. Facts of nature that have been whispered and 
talked under the wrong environment, Dr. Rice meets face to face with wise and 
spiritual answers, without side-stepping the facts or dodging the issues involved. 
Each subject is discussed in the light of the Scriptural teaching with chaste and 
Christian language. It is the kind of book that “talks things over” with the reader. 
There is an abundance of fatherly love felt throughout the book. Dr. Rice reveals 
the secret of a happy home and the reason for so many broken homes and why so 
many weddings end in Divorce Court. 


Fathers and mothers do not need to go to the psychologists and educators to learn how to control their 2 
children in an age when more and more homes are turning out delinquent children, mal-contents, and law- 
breakers. They need to face God’s plan for correction and discipline of children, for winning children to 3. 
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wherever it is tried. It has worked gloriously in the author’s family. 
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ley’s mother, Susannah Wesley, as to how she reared 
children for God. You will read how a whipping kept 9. 
Admiral Dewey from becoming a law-breaker: You will 
read how a great missionary’s wife, Mrs. Jonathan Go- 
forth, ceased her rebellion toward her husband and | ‘2? 
found happiness. 
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Word of God. It is tremendous, life-changing. It has al- | 14 
ready mended many broken homes, kept hundreds of 


others from the rocks. 
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Jerusalem they learned from the 
Scribes and Pharisees, who knew 
Micah 5:2, that the Saviour must 
be born in Bethlehem, a few miles 
distant. There they went, preceded, 
this last leg of the journey, by the 
star, and found the baby Jesus, 
with His mother Mary. Then they 
opened their treasures, and gave 
gifts to the Lord Jesus Christ. 


They “Opened Their Treasures!” 


We suppose that the long, long 
journey these wise men had made 
from the East was over desert 


|jsands, through mountain passes, 


and perhaps across the Euphrates 
River, as well as the Jordan. What 
dangers they braved by the way, 
we do not know. But hidden away 
safely each of them carried the 
things they held most dear—treas- 
ures, the best they had, reserved 
for the baby King! They did not 
flip Him a coin of pocket change, 
nor hand Him casually a baby’s 
trinket to play with. There was 
nothing superficial nor casual in 
this meeting! Through long, long 
years their hearts had beat high 
with hope in anticipation of this 
blessed moment. They fell on their 
faces and worshipped Him! Then 
with tears of joy and with tremb- 
ling lips, and pulses running wild 
with gladness, their nervous fin- 
gers unlocked the little cabinets, 
or unwrapped the thongs that 
bound their treasures, and, open- 
ing them, they gave to the Lord 
Jesus Christ the finest of all they 


j had! 


Some speak very blandly of “the 
Galilean peasant,” or the “prophet 
of Nazareth,” or “the great teach- 
er,” or “the Way-Shower.” People 
call Him example, martyr, wise 
man, philosopher, prophet or seer; 
but such terms are but chaff to 
Him who deserves so much more. 
All such half-hearted and imper- 
sonal praise is stinking ointment 
instead of holy incense before Je- 
sus. One rich man so came to Je- 
sus, calling Him “Good Master,” 
and He sternly reproved him, say- 
ing, “There is none good but one, 
that is, God” (Matt. 19:17). Je 
sus is more than a good school- 
master or rabbi; if He is not God, 
then He is not good! 


Just here every reader will do 
well if he probes deep into his own 
heart to see his attitude toward 
Jesus Christ. Only those who come 
with hearts bowed low in worship, 
opening all their treasures, have 
come as the Lord Jesus demands 
that men come. He Himself said, 
“They that worship him (the Fa- 
ther) must worship him in spirit 
and in truth” (John 4:23, 24), and 
Jesus must be approached like the 
Father, with whom He is. one 
(John 10:30). 


Many a transaction can be com- 

pleted satisfactorily without open- 
ing one’s-treasures. One may drop 
a nickel for a paper or pass a dol- 
lar to the taxi man, or buy an au- 
tomobile or rent a house or play a 
game without ever revealing the 
things held most dear within the 
locked and sealed vaults where 
treasures are hidden. Doctors com- 
plain that patients often do not 
fully trust them nor reveal the 
details that might show what is 
wrong, praticularly in nervous 
cases. Lawyers make _ speeches, 
politicians pass laws, business men 
make deals, all behind crafty eyes 
and poker faces, with motives hid- 
den. And wives come weeping to 
tell me, sometimes, that they are 
shut out of their husbands’ lives. 
Men have business dealings, have 
plans, amusements, friendships, 
hopes and aspirations, and even 
loves, of which the wife knows 
nothing. And, God forgive us, 
oftentimes in the churches, there 
are those who take part in religi- 
ous activities and do “church 
work,” but who do not open all 
their treasures to the Lord Jesus 
Christ! 
Not so these wise men. They 
opened their treasures, and gave 
gifts to the Lord Jesus Christ. And . 
I beg you today, dear reader, take 
Jesus Christ into the innermost 
secrets of your heart, and lay bare 
your treasures and give Him the 
choicest and best of everything, 
yea, give Him all, and rejoice that 
He deigns to take them. 

One cannot deal with Jesus 
Christ as with ordinary men. One 


must deal with Him as God, as 
(Continued on page 6) 
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Why Christ Came to Earth 
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came—to destroy the works of the 
Devil. 

And so I come to you with this 
message: no matter what your 
past has been, no matter what 
you have done or where you have 
gone, Jesus works just as power- 
fully today as He did in the days of 
old, and if you will turn to Him, 
He will set you free; He will de- 
stroy the works of the Devil in 
you, give you the victory every 
hour; the days of defeat will be 
over forever. 

“Well,” you say, “that is very 
fine, and I need that kind of pow- 
er in my life; but hold on, Oh 
I’m already burdened with a sense 
of guilt; I’ve sinned enough al- 
ready to lose my soul a thousand 
times over; the burden of guilt 
is like a thousand millstones, and 
it seems to press my soul down- 
ward toward Hell.” Yes, that is so; 
but I have another piece of good 
news for you. 


Christ Came to Take 
Away Our Sins 


In I John 3:5 God’s Word says, 
“Ye know that he was manifested 
to take away our sins.” 

I tell you, to the man who 
knows his sin and loathes it, the 
man who hates the memory of his 
sin, the man whose soul is lashed 
with the whips of a guilty consci- 
ence— to this man the sweetest 
story ever told, the sweetest song 
ever sung, the sweetest message 
ever delivered is the glad news 
that in some mysteriouS way 
which he can never quite fully 
comprehend, Jesus Christ puts 
Himself underneath his sin, under- 
neath all that is foul and vile in 
the experience of the past, lifts it 
up and off from his soul, and 
takes it away. That is what He 
came to do. 

You say: “My thoughts have 
been dirty and impure”; and the 
message rings out: “It’s all taken 
away.” He says: “I will remove 
thine iniquities from thee as far 
as the east is from=the west” 
(Psa. 103:12). arene 

You say: “I’ve cursed and 
blasphemed and profaned,” and 
the word rings back, “It’s all taken 
away.” He says, “I will cast all thy 
sins behind my back” (Isa. 38:17). 

You say, “I’ve led a double life; 
I have a virtuous wife, but I’ve 
not been true to her”; and the glad 
news leaps out from the pages of 
God’s Word, “It’s all taken away.” 
He says, “I will cast all thy sins 
into the depths of the sea’? (Micah 
7:19). 

You say, “I’ve been a crook and 
a liar and a thief,” and God’s 
answer is, “It’s all taken away.” 
He says, “I will blot out thine 
iniquities as a thick cloud” (Isa. 
44:22). 

But you say, “I took a man’s 
life in cold blood.” Yes, and you’ve 
done something worse than that; 
you’ve crucified the Son of God; 
your sin wove the crown of thorns 
and pressed it down on His brow; 
your sin fastened Him to the 
cross; your sin drove the spear 
into His side, and it was your sin 
that broke His heart. But I can 


look at Him through Jesus Christ 
you will know what.kind of God 
He is. “He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father.” 

The old hymn runs, “God is 
reconciled.” But I don’t like it. 
I took my concordance the other 
day and looked up the word 
“reconciled,” and I found many 
places where it talked about our 
being reconciled to God, but I 
could not find any place where 
it said God was reconciled to us. 
Jesus revealed God as a_ Father 
and as a Father He does not need 
to be reconciled. He is waiting for 
you to come and be reconciled to 
Him. The only place in the Bible 
where God is represented as run- 
ning is in the story of the Prodigal 
Son, where the Father runs out 
to meet His penitent, returning 
child. 

This story is told by a man 
whose name is Brown, an honored 
evangelist now in glory. He had 
conducted a meeting in one of the 
towns of Wisconsin. He went away 
and a little later he got a letter 
from an old man by the name of 
Stewart, telling him that his boy 
had left home saying he would 
come back, but he did not know 
just when. The letter stated: “Mr. 
Brown, you travel a good deal; if 
you ever see my boy tell him his 
father loves him and that his 
mother is dying to have him come 
home.” 

Two years later Mr. Brown 
went back to that town and the 
first man he saw when he stepped 
off the train was old Mr. Stewart. 
It was a cold, raw day and Mr. 
Brown said: “Why, Mr. Stewart, 
what are you doing here?” The 
old man replied, “My son.” Said 
Mr. Brown, “Why, hasn’t he come 
yet?” “No,” answered the father, 
“but I’m sure he will and I’ve 
met every train since he went 
away.” 

After eleven years Mr. Brown 
went to the same town and as he 
stepped from the platform the first 
person he saw was old Mr. Stewart. 
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brow was wrinkled and his form/|tioned first? Why not incense first 
was bent. He said, “Good morning, |since it pictures prayer and praise, 
Mr. Stewart,” but the old man had/|teaching the deity of Christ? Why 
forgotten him, and he asked, “Who/|not myrrh first since it pictures 
are you?” Mr. Brown made him-/the suffering Saviour and so repre- 
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this morning.” : ; 
“Just then,” said Mr. Brown, brought of the firstlings of their 


. flocks as did Abel (Gen. 4:4), or 
I saw a stalwart young man CoMm~|)i1.. Zacchaeus, who, converted and 
ing down the steps of the car, and 


; forgiven, I think, before he got 
I said to myself, if I was not sure} gown out of the tree, said to Jesus, 
the boy was dead I would say 


that was the son.” But the other ‘es halt at rae ee Bo abil 
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you have come!” Then turning to/| Christ. 
Mr. Brown, he said, “Mr. Brown,| Cornelius, the devout Roman 
I would have waited until I died.” |centurion who so earnestly sought 
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waiting for some of you now thir-|to God alway” (Acts 10:2). When 
ty, forty, fifty, sixty years, and|God sent an angel to instruct 
you haven’t come yet. But  if|Cornelius where to find Peter who 
Christ was made flesh and dwelt|would tell him how to be saved, 
among us for the reasons we have|the angel said, “Thy prayers and 
seen, and if God loves like a fa-| thine alms are come up for a me- 
ther and is a God like the God|morial before God” (Acts 10:4, 
we know Him to be, I think if I| 31). 
were you I wouldn’t keep Him| As surely as the landlord has a 
waiting longer. right to the rent, or a banker to 
And yet you know there is alhis interest, so the Lord Jesus 
limit. Christ has a right to the gold of 
There is a time we know not when; | those who claim to love and wor- 
A place we know not where; {ship Him. 
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may be now as you read this ser-| offensive to large groups of people 

mon. who call themselves Christians. 
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(Continued from page 5) 


Creator, as One who knows all, 
as One who understands all, and, 
as One who loves all. 

If you deal at all with Jesus 
Christ, you must deal sincerely. 
You cannot deal with Him in 
trifles alone — rather, you must 
deal with Him about eternal veri- 
ties of Heaven and Hell, of life 
and death, and sin, and salvation, 
and immortality. Open to Him the 
treasures of your heart! 

You may go to church and pay 
your tithes, and fast twice a week, 
and pray in public, and live a re- 
spectable and moral life, loved by 
the poor, honored by neighbors, 
trusted by friends, but that does 
not make you a Christian. Only 
when the Lord Jesus Christ deals 
with the treasures of the inner- 
most soul can one claim to be His. 

Every gift the wise men gave 
had a profound meaning. It was 


hear the angels shouting down 
from Heaven, “It’s all taken away.” 
God says, “I will remember thine 
iniquity against thee no more fore- 
ever” (Jer. 31:34). 

He was manifested to take away 
sins. Oh, I wish I could paint a 
picture of Jesus on the cross that 
would break your heart and bring 
you to Him. The wonder to me is 
that the whole mob around the 
cross, instead of one poor penitent 
thief, didn’t become a band _ of 
penitents and sob out their sorrow 
for the sins they had committed. 


Christ Came to Reveal 
the Father 

“O,” I hear you say, “all this 
is too good to be true.” Well, that 
is because you don’t know God. 
And here comes the other purpose 
of the incarnation—He was mani- 
fested to reveal the Father, and 
so in John 14:9 Jesus says, “He 
that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father.” 

You have had an idea that God 
is a vindictive God, and that He 
delights in blood and likes to pun- 
ish and takes pleasure in letting 
a man go to Hell. But you do not 
know God, that is all, if that 
is your idea of Him. 

The only perfect revelation God 
ever made of Himself, He made in 
Jesus Christ, and if you will 


the Spirit of God who spoke to 
them through the ancient prophecy 
of Daniel. It was the same Spirit 


Jesus. 


Gold, the Gift for a King 


worship him” 


The Gifts of the Wise Men 


| 
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of God who emboldened their faith ) 
by the witness of the star which ) 
they saw in the East and later|brought gold. 
over Bethlehem. The angel of the ) 
Lord guarded them and took them |worldly possessions and is_ there-| | 
safe on their journey to Bethle-|fore fit tribute for a king. The : 
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These wise men came to inquire, 


“Where is he that is born King of|things which be Caesar’s and unto 
the Jews? for we have seen his 


star in the east, and are come to/(Luke 20:25). Rule and it 
(Matt. 2:2). It is 2 an ee 
probable that from Daniel 9:25 
they had read of “the Messiah (or | worshi on oT aa 
; H & pped with - gifts—gifts of 
eet ie Bape Lt cameé,|money and things as well as. the 
Ge properly they sho ave ComMe,- intangible and spiritual gifts of 
to seek a future Ruler, One born praise and love.. Si Christ is 
to be a king. We should never en Piveind ar i ga ngs 
forget that Jesus was hailed at His| ator of all things and every 
birth as the King of the Jews, and |® wr perfect gift comes down 
the seme label was hung by Pilate |Christ as Lord meang to bring Him 
és es 5 | 
oF Nazareth. the King prpend Pema gifts of gold and silver and prop- 
UTE wee roadie tpg 
had promised that “Of : ease . m 
of His government and peace there |bring Jesus gold as an example 
shall be no end; upon the throne of |for all others who should ever 
David, and upon His kingdom’’|claim to worship Jesus Christ. 
(Isaiah 9:7). To Mary, the angel 


that the gold they brought could 
care for the needs of the little fam- 
ily as they fled into Egypt from 
the wrath of Herod! How they 
must have rejoiced that the first | 


promised, ‘The Lord God _ shall 
David, and He shall rule over the| | 
house of Jacob, and of His King-| | 
dom there shall be no end.” ( 
When we deal with Jesus we| | 
deal with a king. And let us not | 
) 
| 
| 
| 
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explain away His kingliness by ton Road, 
making Him simply “the king of 
love’ or “king of hearts.” The 
word “king” in the Bible is not 


used in a figurative sense. Jesus 
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is to reign literally on this earth. 
For that all the Christians pray 
in the model prayer, if they take 
to heart the words they utter, 
“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth as it is in heaven” 
(Matt. 6:10). The saints in glory 
are pictured as saying, “We shall: 
reign on the earth” (Rev. 5:10), 
and these saints, we are told, will 
reign with Christ a thousand 
years (Rev. 20:4, 5). Christ will 
return to this earth to reign, 
crowned with many crowns, ‘‘King 
of kings and Lord of Lords’ (Rev. 
19:11-16). So the wise men, bring- 
ing gifts to “the King of the Jews,” 
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News from Britain Concerning 


‘‘Spread the News’’ Publications 
omens Evangelist Leslie Greening of 13 Wollas- 


offers to send one copy each of the fol- 
lowing publications FREE to any reader who 
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these days of bewildering uncertainty the gospel message shall 
be made clear and plain, solemn and saving. There is one great 
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many countries with the gospel through the above literature, 
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little garments the child ever wore, 
perhaps, were bought with the 
money they offered so lovingly to 
Jesus, their Saviour and Lord and 
King! How glad they must have 
been to support these, too, who 
cared for Jesus. True worship in- 
volves the giving of all we have to 
God, and first of all of our physi- 
cal means. 

Jesus went to church one day 
and, surprising as it may be to 
many, He “sat over against the 
treasury, and beheld how the peo- 
ple cast money into the treasury” 
(Mark 12:41). Jesus watched the 
giving of the people, talked about 
their giving, and drew lessons for 
all to hear. Any preacher who 
does not do the same kind of teach- 
ing is falling short of his duty and 
the pattern set by our Lord Jesus 
Christ. If you, dear reader, feel 
that Christian worship is wholly 
a matter of singing and praying 
and things of the heart and none 
at all of money and material things, 
then you need to remember that 
the wise men, really wise with the 
spiritual wisdom given from God, 
gave to Jesus first gold, and that 
Jesus Himself delighted to sit by 
the treasury and watch how peo- 
ple gave their gifts. 

Too many people are willing 
enough for Jesus to be God and to 
bring Him incense of praise and 
prayer; too many people are will- 
ing to acknowledge Him as Savi- 
our, but are not willing to acknow- 
ledge Him as Lord and Master of 
all! Jesus is a King and He has a 
right, He demands to exercise the 
right of full authority over your 
life, your heart, your home, your 
purse and all you have. If you 
would come to Him in’ worship 
that is acceptable, then open your 
treasures and give Him all He de- 
sires. Those who give in Jesus’ 
name, like the wise men, worship 


God acceptably. The gold is tribute. 


for a king who must reign. 


Frankincense—The Sweet Odor 

of Prayer and Praise for Deity 

Frankincense was the second 
gift offered by the wise men.to the 
baby Jesus. Frankincense is ‘men- 
tioned in many places in the Old 
Testament: It was one ingredient 
in the sweet perfume or incense 
which was prepared and used only 
in the tabernacle and never for 
private or ordinary use (Exod. 30: 
34-38). The frankincense indicates 

(Continued on page 7) 
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the deity of Jesus Christ. It was 
to be offered in worship only to 
God and never to one simply a 
man. These wise men from the 
East, by faith and spiritual per- 
ception, recognized that Jesus, the 
King of the Jews, was literally the 
Son of God. They must have un- 
derstood His virgin.birth. Certain- 
ly they knew His preexistence with 
God, that He was the Messiah, 
that He was one with the Father 
and worthy of all the worship and 
praise of the whole human race! 
They had no silly talks about 
Christ as a teacher or example or 
a good man; they instantly ac- 
knowledge that He was their God. 
They may never have read the 
promise of Isaiah 9:6 and 7, “For 
unto us a child is born, unto us a 
son is given: and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder: and 
his name shall be called ... The 
mighty God, The everlasting Fath- 
er...’ But the Holy Spirit that 
made them wise told them that 
Jesus was God. So they did not 
tickle Him under the chin nor 
cradle Him in their arms. They 
fell on their faces and worshipped 
Him! The incense pictures the 
prayer and praise that is due only 
to God, the God that answers 
prayer, the God who is pure and 
holy and apart from sinful beings. 
The sweet incense including frank- 
incense was most holy unto God. 
Exodus 30:37 and 38 says, 


“And as for the perfume which 
thou shalt make, ye shall not 
make to yourselves according to 
the composition thereof; it shall 
be unto thee holy for the Lord. 
Whosoever shall make like unto 
that, to smell thereto, shall even 
be cut off from his people.” 


The same Holy Spirit who in- 
spired the Bible, taught the heart 
of these wise men what to bring 
to the baby Jesus. 


Dear reader, God is not con- 
cerned about your pious platitudes 
as you commend the teachings of 
Jesus in the sermon onthe mount. 
He turns His face with disdain 
when you speak of the crucifixion 
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as “the martyrdom” of “a good 
man” who “died for his ideals.” 
There is no way under Heaven 
that any man can approach God 
in peace except he come with pray- 
er and: praise to Jesus Christ as 
One who is very God, Creator, 
Saviour, One to be loved and wor- 
shipped, One who answers prayer, 
One who is worthy of all the 
praises that can fall from human 
lips! 

There are some who study the 
Bible even when they should be on 
their knees in adoration. There 
are some who ask learned ques- 
tions who rather should bow the 
knee in surrender and confession 
before the Lord Jesus as the Mak- 
er of Heaven and earth. The les- 
son the wise men would teach us 
is that we, like Thomas, should 
fall on our faces and say to Jesus, 
“My Lord and my God” (John 
20:28). 

“Whoso offereth praise glorifieth 
me” said God through the Psalm- 
ist (Psa. 50:23). And David said, 
“T will bless the Lord at all times; 
his praise shall continually be in 
my mouth” (Psa. 34:1). In Psalm 
65:2 the inspired address for God 
is “O thou that hearest prayer, 
unto thee shall all flesh come.” 
And these wise men. declared 
plainly by their gifts that they 
recognized this baby Jesus as the 
eternal God, come in human form 
to be man’s Saviour. 

In Heaven there are “golden 
vials full of odours, which are the 
prayers of saints” (Rev. 5:8). So 
the sweet perfume of frankincense 
offered by these wise men pictures 
the prayer and praise that is due 
God. The wise men, by their gifts, 
acknowledged the deity of Christ, 
and worshipped Him as God. 


Myrrh—tThe Bitter Spice Shows 
Faith in a Suffering Saviour 


“Gold and frankincense and 
myrrh” the wise men gave to 
Jesus when they opened their 
treasures and gave Him gifts. As 
the gold pictures tribute to a king 
and the frankincense pictures 
prayer and praise to a God, so the 
myrrh represents, we believe, faith 
in Jesus as Saviour, suffering, dy- 
ing, atoning for man’s sin. 

For myrrh was one of the bitter 
spices used for burying. We learn 
that when Joseph of Arimathea 
took down the body of Jesus from 
the cross, he and Nicodemus pre- 
pared the body for burial with 
myrrh and aloes. John 19:39 and 
40 says: 

“And there came also Nicode- 
mus, which at the first came to 
Jesus by night, and brought a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about 
an hundred pound weight. Then 
took they the body of Jesus, and 
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wound it in linen clothes with the 
spices, as the manner of the Jews 
is to bury.” 

Surely myrrh means mourning 
and anointing for the dead. The 
myrrh and aloes are a picture of 
suffering. And these wise men 
were taught by the Holy Spirit 
that Jesus would die for sinners 
and they came trusting Him as 
Saviour. 

The Lord told Moses out in the 
wilderness to prepare a “holy 
anointing oil,” and the first ele- 
ments in this holy ointment was 
myrrh, Exodus 30:22 to 25 tells 
us: 
“Moreover the Lord spake unto 
Moses, saying, Take thou also un- 
to thee principal spices, of pure 
myrrh five hundred shekels, and 
of sweet cinnamon half so much, 
even two hundred and fifty she- 
kels, and of sweet calamus two 
hundred and fifty shekels, and of 
cassia five hundred shekels, after 
the shekel of the sanctuary, and of 
oil olive an hin; And thow shalt 
make it an oil of holy ointment, 
an ointment compounded after the 
art of the apothecary; it shall be 
an holy anointing oil.” 

This holy anointing oil was used 
to anoint the tabernacle and the 
ark of the testimony, and other 
things that were pictures and 
types of the coming Saviour, pic- 
tures of atonement for sin by the 
shedding of blood. Myrrh was the 
first spice to be put into this oint- 
ment. So myrrh surely points to a 
Saviour who suffered and died for 
sinners. 

Before the children of Israel 
came out of Egypt they were told 
to kill a passover lamb, one for 
each family. It was to be a male 
lamb, perfect and without blem- 
ish, picturing our dear sinless Sav- 
iour. The blood of this passover 
lamb was to be put upon the door 
and the death angel would pass 
by, seeing the blood upon the door, 
and the firstborn would be spared. 
This passover lamb was to be 
roasted with fire and eaten with 
unleavened bread, “and with bitter 
herbs they shall eat it” (Exod. 12: 
8). As the passover lamb roasted 
with fire pictured Jesus undergo- 
ing the wrath of God for sin, so 
the bitter herbs picture also the 
sufferings of Christ for sinners. 
We do not know what these bitter 
herbs were but one of them may 
well have been myrrh. 

It certainly seems that the 
myrrh pictured the sufferings of 
our Saviour, vicarious suffering, 
the innocent One atoning for the 
guilty. 

We may well believe that all 
the long journey these wise men 
made from the East through the 
heat of the desert sun, with hearts 
torn between expectant hope and 
anxiety, that each one searched 
his heart. Ah, they were sinners 
as all mankind are sinners. They 
could not have. deceived them- 
selves. As they went to seek God 
and His Saviour, the baby Jesus, 
they must surely have been con- 
scious of their guilt and sought 
for some way to forgiveness and 
peace of heart. Very likely already 
God had shown them that He 
loved sinners. Some way the Holy 
Spirit of God taught them that 
this King of the Jews whom they 
sought would also be a Saviour 
from sin. In fact, the only Scrip-, 
tures they had in Daniel spoke 
of this Prince who should “finish 
transgressions and make an end 
of sin” (Dan. 9:24). So they some- 
how realized that the one whom 
they sought would be not only a 
King, not only God, but Saviour 
from sin. With trembling faith of 


children, these. men with wise 
| hearts; (hearts made wise by the 


teaching of the Holy Spirit Him- 
self), they trusted themselves, 
sinners all, to the hands of the 
Saviour they sought. And so when 
they found Him they opened their 
treasures and took out the myrrh 
which pictured His sufferings, His 
atoning death, His sacrifice for 
sinners! 


Oh, that men today were as 


wise as these wise men from..the 
East! It would be all in vain to 
come and bring your gold to the, 
Lord Jesus Christ and call Him 
King, if there were not a way to 
have sins forgiven. It would be all 
in vain to admit that He was God, 
the Creator, the Giver of every 
good and perfect gift, the God 
who hears prayer, if one could 
not see that He also is the for- 
giver of sins, God’s atoning sacri- 
fice to make peace with mankind. 
The Lord Jesus is surely King and 
deserves our tribute. He is cer- 
tainly the mighty God and de- 
serves all the praise of our lips 
and all the frankincense of prayer. 
But much more, praise God, He 
is the “one mediator between God 
and men” (I Tim. 2:5). He is the 
Lamb of God that takes away the 
sin of the world. He is our Pass- 
over sacrificed for us. We are re- 
deemed, not with corruptible 
things as silver and gold, but with 
the precious blood of Christ. 

Concerning the birth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, this idea of 
Him as a Saviour was ever the 
most prominent one. The angel 
said to Joseph before His birth, 
“Thou shalt call his name Jesus: 
for he shall save his people from 
their sins” (Matt. 1:21). His pre- 
cious name, Jesus, means Saviour! 
To the shepherds in the field feed- 
ing their flocks by night, the an- 
gel of God that great night gave 
the glad tidings, “For unto you 
is born this day a SAVIOUR which 
is Christ the Lord.” It would be 
no good news just that a king was 
born, for kings have been born 
before and never saved a man 
from sin. Even if the angel should 
announce that God had come down 
to visit men, that would not nec- 
essarily mean peace. God came 
down at mount Sinai and the 
mountain burned with fire and the 
people trembled and Moses him- 
self said, “I did exceedingly fear 
and quake.” The ministration of 
the law was glorious but it was 
a glory that led to death and con- 
demnation, and when God spoke to 
the people it was “thou shalt 
not” all the way through the Ten 
Commandments. 

No, if the baby born that day 
was to be King and worthy of the 
gifts of gold, and was to be Deity 
and worthy of the frankincense 
representing praise and prayer, 
but if He were not to be really 
an atoning Saviour, then all of 
God’s plan is gone awry, and man- 
kind is left in darkness and sha- 
dow of death! Thank God, when 
the wise men had given their gold 
and given their frankincense, they 


could also bring myrrh, by faith in 
the suffering, atoning, dying Sav- 
iour,,who paid once for all for 
man’s sins and tore away the veil 
in the temple so that man could 
approach» God in peace! 

How well old Simon knew this 
as he waited in the temple until 
the baby Jesus was presented and 
then held “Him in his arms! And 
then he’could say by faith, turn- 
ing to Mary, “Yea, a sword shall 
pierce through thy own soul also” 
(Luke 2:35). He had in mind the 
crucifixion. And God had in mind 
the crucifixion! And the angels 
had in mind the crucifixion! So 
these wise men from the East 
had in mind the crucifixion, a 
cross, an atonement, a sacrifice 
for sin, when they opened their 
treasures and brought out myrrh! 

When Mary of Bethany anointed 
the Saviour with sweet-smelling 
spices and ointment of spikenard, 
He said, “Let her alone: against 
the day of my burying hath she 
kept this” (John 12:7). 

It is my humble prayer tHat - 
every reader of these lines may, 
with humble and contrite heart, 
look up by faith today to Jesus 
Christ and bring out the myrrh, 
that is, the faith of your sin-weary 
heart and trust Jesus Christ as 
Saviour. Pay Him tribute as King; 
yes, worship Him as God of very 
God, yes, oh yes! He deserves it 
all! But above everything else, 
dear reader, I beg you trust Him 
as your own Saviour dying for sin 
and paying all that sinners were 
ever due to God. Trust Him today 
to be your sacrifice and make your 
peace with the Father. Give Him 
the gold, yes, and the frankincense 
and above everything else, bring 
Him the myrrh, the faith in His 
dying and loving atonement for 
sin. 


Be Wise, Bring Jesus Your Gifts 

It is my earnest prayer that 
every reader of these lines will 
open his treasures and bring to 
the Lord Jesus Christ all the best 
and sweetest of the things dear 
to Him. Will you bring the Lord 
Jesus your gold? Will you offer 
to Him your allegiance and take 
Him as Lord? The tithes and of- 
ferings that you bring ought sim- 
ply to mean a surrendered heart. 
It ought to mean that God owns 
the title to all you possess and 
has a right to your full allegiance. 
I hope you will give it today. How 
sweet it would be if many who 
read this would say, “Today, God 
being my helper, I will put Jesus 
Christ first and crown Him Lord 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Page Eight 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


The Gifts of the Wise Men 


(Continued from page 7) 


of all in my life.” Thus will you 
enter into the sweet surrender 
and worship of the wise men who 
brought their gold to Jesus. 

And out of the deep treasures 
of your heart will you give the 
Lord Jesus His due as God? Will 
you offer Him all the praises of 
your heart? Will you name His 
blessings, will you acknowledge 
your indebtedness, will you thank 
Him as Creator and Upholder of 
all things, the One from whose 
bountiful hand every blessing 
flows? This is what the wise men 
meant when they offered Him the 
frankincense of praise and prayer. 
Why not make it the settled poli- 
cy of your life that your heart 
will overflow with praise? Wheth- 
er thanks at the table or a grate- 
ful prayer on rising, or public 
testimony when opportunity af- 
fords, or the simple, never-ceasing 
adoration of a grateful heart—oh, 
I beg you, give Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, His due as deity, as God, a 
good God, a bountiful God, a lov- 
ing God. Come to Him with your 
burdens; offer Him your prayers. 
Call upon Him in the day of trou- 
ble. Ask whatsoever you will of 
the Father in His name that your 
joy may be full. Let the sweet 
incense, the odors which are the 
prayers of the saints, glorify Jesus 
Christ as God. 

And if one reads this whose 
heart has never bowed in simple 
faith to Jesus as your own Sav- 
iour, will you do it today? As wise 
men, with trembling and eager 
fingers, sought out the precious 
scented packages of myrrh from 
their bundles, they must have had 
tears for the sufferings that Jesus 
would bear for them. They must 
have had some intangible sense 
of His death on the cross for all 
mankind. We do not know what 
swelling of love and surrender and 
faith were in their hearts. We 
simply know that they meant to 
express their faith in Him as the 
Lamb of God who would die for 
man’s sins. They loved Him, they 
worshipped Him and they trusted 
Him as Saviour. Will you do the 
same today? 

Many of you have longed to be 
Christians. You have thought that 
one day you would be. Then will 
you not today with a wise heart, 
a heart Wise with the wisdom of 
God, a heart led by the same Holy 
Spirit who prompted these wise 
men as they brought their treas- 
ures — out of such a heart will 


you trust Jesus Christ as your 
Saviour today? 

If you will do so, and how I 
hope you will, won’t you please 
write and let us rejoice together 
in this wonderful Saviour? 

And these wise men “went back 
another way.” I trust that you 
will live a different life from the 
very moment that you with swell- 
ing, glad heart of faith, bow to 
Jesus as Lord and King, and wor- 
ship Him as God and trust Him 
as Saviour. 


A Christmas Decision for Sinners 

Here is a decision slip to help 
you to decide and to help express 
your decision, if today you will 
bring the Lord Jesus Christ all 
the treasures of your heart, as did 
these wise men. 


Rev. John R. Rice, Editor 
214 W. Wesley St. 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 

As the sweet associations of the 
Christmas season come, I want 
like the wise men of old, to bring 
to Jesus Christ the best gifts out 
of my treasures. Depending on God 
for help, I sincerely and earnestly 
covenant that: 

(1) I will claim Christ as my 
Lord and King and offer Him full 
possession of everything that I 
have as pictured by the gold of the 
wise men. All earthly possessions 
I will try to use for His glory or 
give where He leads. 

(2) I do gladly acknowledge His 


of God and I will earnestly try to 
honor Him by praise for all of His 
blessings and prayer for all my 
néeds, knowing that God gives my 
blessings and God is willing to 
hear my prayers if I come in 
Jesus’ name. 

(3) I believe that Jesus Christ 
died for my sins and so as the 
wise men brought Jesus myrrh to 
symbolize His death and faith in 
the atonement that Jesus made, I 
here and now trust Jesus Christ 
as my Saviour, depend upon Him 
to forgive all my sins. Today I 
claim Him as my Saviour as well 
as my Lord and my God. I write 
this as an open confession that I 
depend on Jesus Christ as my own 
personal Saviour today. 


Date 
Signed 


Address 
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anche ppusinsiiek die because of pover- 
ty, disease and lack of care. The Un- 
evangelized Fields Mission has two 
orphanages in Haiti. You may support 
your own orphan for eight dollars 
monthly, thus saving a life physically 
and spiritually. 


UNEVANGELIZED FIELDS MISSION 
1150 North 63rd Street, 
Philadelphia 31, Pa. 

200 Missionaries working In seven fields. 


To Make You Think 


Compiled by Porter Routh 


From THE SURVEY BULLETIN, Sunday 
School Board of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention, Nashville 3, Tennessee. 


American colleges and universi- 
ties in the United States report 


;| 2,344,509 students in 1950, a loss 


of 7.4 per cent during the past 
year. A recent New York Times 
survey shows that one out of 


‘}every four liberal] arts schools in 


the U. S. is operating on a deficit. 
* * aa 


The average annual cost to all 
students attending all U. S. col- 
leges was $800.07 for 1950. 

* * * 

The wholesale commodity price 
index climbed to 171.2 in Nov. 25, 
compared to 151.7 on Nov. 26, 
1949. (1926 equal] 100). 

* * *~ 


And a recent survey shows that 
people in the:South did not hoard 
as much during the recent buying 


scare. ; 


* * * 
The number of breweries in the 


1900 to 392 in 1949. However, pro- 
duction has climbed from 40,000,- 


barrels in 1949. 
* * + 

During 1949, Americans spent 

$4,435,000,000 for beer, $3,650,000- 

000 for distilled spirits, $1,353,000,- 

000 for coffee, 


wine. Expenditure for the five 
beverages totaled $11,138,000,000. 
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J. E. Conant, D.D. “This book is “san. 
ply unanswerable . ~. — Rev. Chas. 
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..’—United Evangelical Action. 
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